THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

wandering ships. Mediaeval maps, indeed,
showed the island de la man de Satanaxio in the
Atlantic. The early globes varied vastly in
detail, for, where legend and the Phoenicians
failed, the cartographer had to draw upon his
imagination.

In A.D. 43 that dreamer Pomponius Mela
gave the name of Antipodeans to the in-
habitants of the imaginary land to the south,
of whom many fantastic accounts were subse-
quently written. On his map he drew its
outline in continuation of Africa, and there-
after every southerly landfall was mistaken
for the unknown continent of Antarktos.
Tierra del Fuego, the Solomon Islands, New
Guinea, Australia, and New Zealand were
all part of this land until the next mariner
disproved it.

The existence of Antarctica was never
really doubted, although successive voyages
failed to locate it. Finally, in 1772, the British
Admiralty sent out Captain Cook with orders
to settle the problem. The first man to cross
the Antarctic Circle he forced his ships far
down into the pack-ice, and found nothing
ahead but snow and ice. He proved that the
Antipodeans did not exist, for if there were
any great continent to the south it could have
no connection with lands already known and
must be uninhabited,
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